Science through Distance Education:Counsellors' Response

17.    On the five aspects of conduct of practicals, over 50% of the
counsellors have compared Open University's practicals favourably
with those of conventional colleges. But around 30 to 40% were
not satisfied with the conduct of practicals.

18.    Of the counsellors, 60% had seen Opvarsity newsletter, 26% had
not seen it and the remaining 14% were not sure whether they
had seen it or not.

19.    Some of the counsellors felt that Opvarsity was useful for the
students of science. Yet it is necessary to study the focus given in
Opvarsity Newsletter against the role expected of it.

20.    Counsellors have indicated that the University in its attempt to
improve students* performance should ensure that

a)  books and manuals reach students on time.

b)  students are taught study skills.

c)  pre-entry counselling is made available so that a student does
not make a wrong choice.

21.    Counsellors felt satisfied with their performance. Yet it is equally
important to know why some counsellors felt dissatisfied with their
performance. Analysis on these grounds might shed light on areas
of counselling which need further improvements maybe in terms
of skills, expertise etc.

22.    Regarding the strategies that can be introduced to improve the
performance of science practicals, 65% agreed to the introduction
of mobile van, 46% to home kits and 78% to picturisation of some
of the experiments which are aimed solely to developing students*
capacity to analyze and interpret.

23.    Of the counsellors, 81% have not used audio lessons.

24.    8% of the counsellors have used the video cassettes in counselling
and 19% have used them in practicals.

25.    Only 39% of the counsellors have agreed for the pro rata system
of payment per student. About 46% have not replied to this issue
perhaps because they might not be aware of the pro-rate system.

26.    72% of the counsellors approved of introducing vocational
programmes, while only 37% okayed introducing postgraduate
science programmes.
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